Cutaneous manifestations of anti-angiogenic therapy in oncology: Review with focus on VEGF inhibitors.
The role of the VEGF signaling pathway in angiogenesis has been extensively investigated, and many new targeted anti-angiogenic drugs have evolved from this knowledge. The recent approval and introduction of these anti-neoplastic drugs has revolutionized the treatment of many types of cancers, but has also revealed numerous toxicities to the skin and its adnexae. Since these cutaneous side effects may have a significant impact on the physical, emotional and psychosocial health of patients, it is important for dermatologists and oncologists alike to be aware of the cutaneous complications of these drugs in order to properly diagnose and treat them. This review will detail the presentation of the cutaneous complications of the anti-angiogenic drugs, most notably bevacizumab, sorafenib and sunitinib, and shed light on the management of such adverse reactions.